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AND SANITARY INSPECTOR 
FOR 1950. 


RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL OF BELLINGHAM. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 
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RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL OF BELLINGHAM. 


ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH AND 


SANITARY INSPECTOR, 


1950, 


OFFICERS OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT, 


Medical Officer cf Health. Dr, GaW.l, Kirk, M.B.,Ch,B,. 
(Part-time ) 

Sanitary) 

Housing ) Inspector, S. Clough, M.R.San.I., M.S.I.A. 
Meat ) 

Sanitary) Additional 

Housing ) Inspector, JeAs Potts, M.R.San.I., MeSeIsAc 
Meat ) 

Clerk Typist. Mrs. J. Fullerton. 

Offices, Council Offices, BELLINGHAM, 


Hexham, Northumberland. 


Telephone; Dr. Kirk, Bellingham 203, 
Council Offices. Bellingham 239. 
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ANNUAL REPORT of the MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALi'H for 
BELLINGHAM RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 


for the 


YEAR ENDED 3lst. DECEMBER, 1950. 


There have been no changes in the boundaries of the 
Rural District, which remains at 246,645 acres, approximately 
380 square miles. 


The population has increasen,according to the Kegistrar 
General's estimate, to 5,683, an increase of 271 on last year. 
The reason for this increase in population is nof auite clear. 


The number of inhabited houses in the area at the 
Gee eeu eecording to the Rate BookS scccovccesesss 1,589 
Rateable Value PeObG ESE a Ded SSE EHS C COM Ke cee code ideves eh4td'",929. 
Sem meprescntem Dy Penny Rate aeccscoccccrscsatccsscce Likes 


SOCIAL CONDITIONS. 


The operations of the Forestry Commission have been 
gradually extended during the year and now the greater part of 
the upper end of North Tynedale, Redesdale and Warksburn, is 
either planted with trees or being prepared for planting. 
These operations absorb a great deal of local labour, Coal 
mining is only on a very small scale, but the quarries appear 
to be working full time, Apart from farming, the only other 
industry of importance in the area is the woollen mill at 
Otterburn. 


EXTRACT FROM VITAL STATISTICS. 


Total. M. Pa 
Live Births, Legitimate ... ine ite 68 33 36 
Live Births, lllegitimate .. eene doe 3 - 3 
Birth Rate per 1,000 of the 
estimated resident population .ee foe 12.66 
Stillbirths (all legitimate) one das x 1 ~ 


Rate per 1,000 total 
(Live & Still Births ) ese eee eee 15674 


Deaths eee eee eee eee eee 72 35 37 
Death Rate per 1,000 of the 
estimated resident population ee. ooe 12,669 


DEATHS FROM PUERPERAL CAUSES - Nil, 
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DEATHS REGISTERED DURING YEAR 1950 AND CAUSES. 


a 


NETT DEATHS of RESIDENTS 
whe ther occurring within 
or without the district. 


MALE. FEMALE. TOTAL. 


CAUSES OF DEATH. 


t~ 
~ 


Tuberculosis of Respiratory System 
Other forms of Tuberculosis 
Cancer of Stomach 

Cancer of Breast 
Cancer of 4211 other sites 
Diabetes 

Intracranial Vascular Lesions 
Hypertension 

Heart Disease 

Coronary Disease 

Pneumonia 

Digestive Diseases 

Acute Poliomyelitis 

Nephritis 

Brochitis 

Premature Birth 

Congenital Malformation 

Road Traffic Accidents 

Other accidents 

All other causes 
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Death Rate of Infants under one year of age, 


All infants per 1,000 live births 27.77 
Legitimate infants per 1,000 live births ate Tt 
Illegitimate infants per 1,000 live births Nil. 
Deaths from Measles Nil. 
Deaths from Whooping Cough Nil. 
Deaths from Diarrhoea (under two years) Nil. 


INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 


As is usual in the winter time, in the month of January, 
influenza was very prevalent, but strangely enough there were no 
eases of any other infectious diseases, 


In February the influenza epidemic became very widespread 
and virulent, all types being represented, but again there were 
few infectious diseases, only two tases of chicken-pox being 
notified. 


March saw the influenza epidemic abating somewhat, but 
there were a few cases Of pneumonia resulting from this disease. 
Apart from this, however, there were no other infectious cases, 


In April an epidemic of whooping cough began. This 
originated outside the area and seemed likely to spread. There 
were also a few cases of measles imported by a visitor, Influenza 
showed signs of abating. 


May saw a widespread outbreak in the Otterburn district of 
whooping cough. At least ten cases were notified, but 
undoubtedly a great many more Aid not come to light. In aArition, 
there was an extensive outbreak of measles in and around Wark. 
Highteen cases were notified. The influenza epidemic still 
prevailed, but not severely. 


Although the weather improved in June, there was still 
quite a number of cases of influenza of all types. Sixteen cases 
of measles were notified scattereA throughout the area, The 
whooping cough epidemic appeared to be Aying out. There were 
two cases of erysipelas. 


July saw 2 great 4improvement. Influenza had almost Ated 
out, the whooping cough outbreak had almost disappeared and there 
were no further cases of measles, ‘Two cases of scarlet fever 
occurred in one house, but this did nct seem likely to spread. 
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In August and September there were numerous cases of 
whooping cough in Wark, but what was more serious was two cases 
of infantile paralysis in widely separated districts. 


In October, whooping cough was in full swing at Wark 
and also spread to the upper North Tyne. Thirty cases were 
notified, but undoubtedAly there were a great many more. There 
was also one more case of poliomyelitis of the paralytic type; 
also one more case of erysipelas. 


In November the infectious Aiseases showed signs of 
slackening, only four cases of whooping cough being notified, 
but unfortunately there was another case of poliomyelitis. 
One or two isolated cases of measles occurred. 


The month of December was quiet until the last week, 
when there was a sudden wave of a very virulent type of influenza. 
There was also one more case of poliomyelitis, but other 
infectious Aiseases were of a trivial nature. 


CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 


Drugs of the sulphonamide group have proved very valuable 
in treating certain types of infections, especially pneumonia, 
erysipelas and scarlatina,. As all cases of scarlatina are now 
sent to hospital, antitoxin is only used as a prophylactic. 
Penicillin also played a very useful part in the treatment of 
infectious diseases, especially where there was a secondary 
infection. Unfortunately the search for a suitable whooping 
cough vaccine has not been successful, but recent reports of a 
certain type of vaccine seem to be very encouraging. 

Probably 90% of the children in this area have been 
immunised against diphtheria, and there is no shadow of doubt 
that if the same could be said of every area in the country, 
diphtheria would practically disappear as a disease, There 
has not been a case in this area for two years, 


Total IASES 
DISEASE. cases admitted Total 
notified. to hospital. deaths. 


Chicken-pox 
Pneumonia 

Bacillary Dysentery 
Whooping Cough 
Measles 

German Measles 
Tuberculosis 
Erysipelas 

Scarlet Fever 
Poliomyelitis 
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA, 


Laboratory Facilities. 


These are adequate and specimens are dealt with 
expeditiously and efficiently at the Government Laboratory 
in Newcastle.on.Tyne. 


Ambulance Service. 


Paid for by the County Council, but organised by the 
Red Cross, is extremely efficient and is kept working at 
full pressure, 


Nursing in the Home, 


This is organised by the County Council. Four district 
nurses, each with a car, cover the whole of the rural Aistrict 
and maintain an admirably efficient service, 

In addition there is a very useful Home Help Service, 
organised by the County Council, which does excellent work. 


There are four Maternity and Child Welfare centres in 
the area = one at Otterburn, one at Bellingham, one at Kielder 
and one at Wark. ‘These are organised and staffed by the 
County Council, 
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HOUSING (CONSOLIDATED) REGULATIONS, 1925. 


Tabular Statement for Year 1950. 


) HOUSES COMPLETED DURING THE YEAR.| With State! Unaided. | Total. 
Assistance 


(a) By Local Authority (Permanent 
(Temporary Nil. Nil. 


(bo) By other Bodies or( Permanent 
Persons (Temporary 


l. RURAL HOUSING SURVEY. 
INSPECTION OF DWELLING HOUSES DURING THE YEAR. 


CATEGORY CLASSIFICATION | NUMBER 
2 
2 
3 
4 
5 


Satisfactory in all respects 105 
Minor defects TS 


Requiring repair, structural 
alteration or improvement 58 


Appropriate for reconditioning 
under Housing(Rural Workers)Acts 10 


Unfit for habitation an’ beyond 
repair at reasonable expense 


2. REMEDY OF DEFECTS WITHOUT SERVICE OF FORMAL NOTICES: 


Number of defective Awelling houses rendered fit 
in consequence of informal action by Local 
Authority or its officers = eae eee 82. 


S. ACTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS: 


(A) Proceedings under Sections 9,10 & 16 of the Housing Act,.1936. 
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which 


notices were served requiring repairs eee Nil. 
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(2) Number of dwelling houses which were rendered 
fit after service of formal notices;:- 
(a) By owners eee eee Nil.) 
(b)By Local Authority in ) Nil. 
default of owners ,. Nil.) 


(B) Proceedings under Public Health Acts. 

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which 
notices were served eee defects to be 
remedied eee eee eee one Nil. 

(2) Number of dwelling houses “in which defects 
were remedied after service of formal notices: 

(a) By owners coe eoe Nil.) 
(b)By Local Authority in ) Nil, 
default of owners cae - NEL.) 


(C) Proceedings under Sections 11 & 13 of Housing Act,1936. 
(I) Number of Awelling houses in respect of 


which Demolition Orders were made .. oe Nil. 
(2) Number of dwelling houses Aemolished in 
pursuance of Demolition Orders ... cee 1 
(3) Number of Awelling houses closed but 
not demolished (H.A.1949,5.3.) «ee eee Nil. 


(D) Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Act,1936. 


(1) Number of separate tenements or underground 
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were made. Nil, 
(2) Number of separate tenements or underground 
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were 
determined, the tenement or room having been 
rendered Pit eee eee eee eee eee Nil. 


4. NUMBER OF HOUSES PERMANENTLY DISCONTINUED AS 
DWELLINGS AND NO'T INCLUDED ABOVE .. ee eee 3. 


HOUSING ACT, 1949. (Sec. 20) 


(a) Number of separate dwelling houses in respect of 
which applications for grant have been received. Nil. 


(bo) Number of separate dwelling houses in respect of 
which applications for grants have been approveA, Nil. 
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SUMMARY OF WORK EFFECTED. 


DY BY 
Informal ;Statutory | TOTAL. 
Action Notice 


SANITARY CONVENIENCHS. 


Privies & Privy ashpits abolished. 16 

ll . ” repaired. 2 
Pail-closets abolished - 
Water closets provided 4 
Number of above for which grant 

was given (P.H.A.1936,S.47) 3 
Sanitary bins provided 27 
Sanitary bins renewed 2 


DRAINAGE, 


New drains constructed 40 
Drains repaired or reconstructed 7 
Additional gullies provided 32 
Old gullies replaced 19 
Scullery sinks provided 5 
Scullery waste-pipes repaired 6 
Scullery waste-pipes trapped ~ 
Yards repaired or reconstructed 2 


WATER SUPPLY. 
Sources closed or discontinued ih ewe No. of houses Ape . ney 
New service provided: 


(a) By Local Authority eeltiges No. of houses .ile.. 
(bo) By Private Owner saxkecws Wo. of houses ssslests 
Number of dwelling houses supplied by (a) internal tap hee 


(b) Standpipe ,well 
or spring a ee 


’ . CA P2a RE BROW Fo YAK 


Pon ere ee antneaneibanlea - 


vo t. AAs 
Y sa ator | weotitese |. frnvto het! 


“Ss gotto.. | _pottnp: fora i ne 


, OF 


efetalfods «dt igitas , a % 


‘efor frqet 
hedes ots 
hati votq™ 
taetn Cobdw tot ove 
Weighs ma ole 
Rohly 1} 


: "tan 
‘havin 
Rov ont t BIO OK Of We 
Bal AE vortg ; 
: -Ahoont {on - 
‘ Ron ivond. & 
Fy). oh 4 - rg AR 4 eoqt +4 a 


Rowanal aogt 
haxt ont tadogeg ‘0° Ae 


. 
ee Sees 


oo 


osee Bons geenod ‘to oOlt wad Paes Rowe tdcra oe th 0 A 


nd i alae a 


» oft. esavod ‘to on *- “oaths. vet Protos 


{ sedeteve a cerort Io «on. eb anes = tore) ot ee oP 
' BL Lely 
cee ee ees qe feertadtat (nr) yd fRetiqagre eocesod Rtn ih 


can | 11 OWgogigharys: (s) airs 
** Vv? ** atte “qs tO 


‘ 


FOOD INSPECTION, 


UNSOUND FOOD Surrendered. 


Beef (Home killed) Stones. 16 at. 2-1lb. 
Beef (Imported) . 
Mutton (Home killed) 
Mutton (Imported) 

Pork (Home killed) 

Pork (Imported) 

Game 

Poultry 
Fish 

Fruit lbs. or cases 
Canned Goors.Tins or cases 
Bacon lbs, 
Cheese 

Butter 

Lard 

Eggs 

Other foods 
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